Koenings' Reeded Edge Half Newsletter #19 
November 15, 2020 
Dear Reeded Edge Half Collector: 


Most of you indicated an interest in Reeded Edge Halves when you purchased my book 
"REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 1836 TO 1839, R-4 to R-8 DIE VARIETIES". 
Others were added to my list of interested collectors after I announced my "38 Most 
Common Die Marriages" would be emailed once a month, starting in August, 2019 at the 
ANA Coin Show in Chicago. I am now encouraging Liberty Seated Coin Club members 
to join in the hunt. 


My intention is to educate collectors further in the study of Reeded Edge Halves. I will 
continue to report such topics as follows: 


1. The 38 most common die marriages (started August, 2019 on a monthly basis). 

2. The results of recent auction sales of R-4 and rarer die marriages 

3. Have photos of interesting die stages 

4. Plan to have a 2nd Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census by November, 2021 
Before I continue with the next coin on my list of "38 Most Common Die Marriages", I 
would like to point out the progress John D. of Chicago has made since he purchased my 
book in January, 2019. I told John, at that time, any serious collector could find 50 out of 
the 56 known die marriages. Currently, John is well on his way to finding 52 out of 56. 


Of the Top 10 Reeded Edge Half Dollars, John is only missing the following 4 die 
marriages: 


TOP 4 REEDED EDGE HALF DOLLARS 


1. 1839-O GR-3 1 known 
2. 1839-O GR-2 2 known 
3. 1838-O GR-1 10 known 
4. 1839 GR-1 10 or 11 known (one may be a duplicate) 


In April 2019, John shared the fact that he had two 1837 GR-26's certified. 1837 GR-26 
was thought to be the obverse of 1837 GR-23 combined with the reverse of 1837 GR-25. 
Since John shared this information, we discovered that all 1837 GR-23's have the reverse 
of 1837 GR-25, thus eliminating GR-26. 
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1839 GR-2 NGC AU details obverse (Courtesy of NGC) 


On November 1, 2020, John D. informed me of his latest discovery. The above coin was 
found on eBay and reported to me. 1839 GR-2, in my opinion, is the 7th rarest Reeded 
Edge Half Dollar. It is rated R-5+ (31 to 46 known). Dick Graham says this is the 2nd 
use of this obverse. The obverse was also used on 1839 GR-1 (first use), 1839 GR-3 (3rd 
use) and on 1839 GR-4 (4th use). It is known for having die bulges in the obverse fields 
in front of Liberty's face and behind her head. 1839 GR-1 is rated R-7 (4 to 12 known), 
1839 GR-3 is rated R-5+ (31 to 46 known) and 1839 GR-4 is rated R-1 (over 1,000 
known). 


My November 2018 Census on Reeded Edge Halves had the following: 62, 62, 50, 45, 
45, 45, 45, 40 and 35 in the Top 15 collections reported. 
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1839 GR-2 NGC AU details reverse (Courtesy of NGC) 


The above specimen appears to be a Very Late Die Stage. Unfortunately, the tabs, that 
hold the coin in place, also hide what may be a CUD over R in AMERICA. The die line 
in the dentils above OF AMERICA goes several dentils past A3 which tells me the CUD 
would be heavy. This is the 2nd specimen for John. His previous specimen was recently 
certified by PCGS as GR-2, XF Details (cleaned). I believe his first one had a much 
Earlier Die Stage. I have found collecting coins by Die Stage to be very enjoyable. 


The above photo shows a slight Counterclockwise rotation (may be as much as 5 
degrees). The NGC tabs appear to be in their normal position but the shield appears 
rotated. When I checked other NGC specimens, their obverses were close to that of this 
coin but their reverses had the shield level. 


Additional Commentary 


To prove my point about the availability of Reeded Edge Halves on eBay, on November 
2, 2020, I looked at the year 1838 and attributed all specimens available that day. I 
found 19 coins were not appropriate as they were either un-attributable because they were 
too worn or known counterfeits or just the wrong date, etc. Here is the results: 


1838 
Die Marriage Number of Coins Available 

GR-1 4 
GR-2 2 
GR-3 15 
GR-4 10 
GR-5 i 

GR-6 7 
GR-7 3 
GR-8 7 
GR-9 5 
GR-10 2 
GR-11 6 
GR-12 5 
GR-13 25 
GR-14 6 
GR-15 14 
GR-16 5 


Out of the 135 available minus the 19 un-appropriate, there were 116 total available. 
Only 1838 GR-5 did not have a specimen. Only GR-16 seems high at 5. Maybe GR-8. 
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38 Most Common Die Marriages (Continued) 


Last month, 1837 GR-17 was the featured die marriage of the 38 Most Common. 


1837 GR-18 


This die marriage is very common and rated R-1 (over 1,000 known). It is composed of 
Obverse 13 (second use), GR-17 was first use, and Reverse Q (only use according to 
Graham). Graham lists a census of 65, 65, 65, 64, 64, 64, 63, 63, 62, 62, 62 and 62, 
published in 2012. In my Reeded Edge Half Dollar Census, reported in the November 
2018 F R Journal, I had 66, 62, 58, 45, 35, 15 and 8 that were reported by JRCS members 
and Bust Half Nut members. 





1837 GR-18 NGC MS65 Obverse MDS (Courtesy of Heritage) 
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Graham mentions the crack from the bridge of the nose - up between LI - to top of cap 
and a crack from the lowest point of Star 8 along with a crack from 7 in date to Star 13 as 
being on the LDS of 1837 GR-17, so there are no Prime examples of 1837 GR-18 
obverses. The photo on the previous page shows additional cracks as follows, a crack 
from Liberty's cheek to curls below B, a crack up from Liberty's chin, another from rim 
up through 1| to left end of bust, one from rim through Star 11 to Liberty's curls and a 
crack from the back of cap to Star 8. 
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1837 GR-18 NGC MS65 Reverse MDS (Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo may actually be closer to a Late Die Stage. The only thing that makes 
me think it is close to MDS is the fact that about 75 % of the dentils are present. The two 
most important die breaks are one from the left top of N2 - through talon, berry, olive 
leaves, left wing tip and ends at the base of I] and the die chip that covers about 7 cross 
bars in the upper left portion of the shield. 





1837 GR-18 PCGS MS63 Reverse LDS (Courtesy of Heritage) 


The above photo shows a Late Die Stage as only 25 % of the dentils are present, the die 
break from N2 to I] is now much heavier and the die chip appears to be much heavier 
also. There is clashing under both wings and from the top of the left wing as was seen in 
the previous reverse photo. 


Although 1837 GR-18 is very common with a rarity rating of R-1 (over 1,000 known), I 
have not found that many. This week, I did a search of 202 specimens of 1837 halves on 
eBay and could only find three GR-18's. A PCGS MS64, a NGC AUS55 and a raw XF- 
AU. Ihave only seen one specimen that had all the dentils on the reverse. 


Since all of Graham's census were MS, one would think this was an easy die marriage to 
find. I remember finding a very decent specimen in a Bakersfield coin shop several years 
ago, but put it off in hopes of finding a better one. In January 2020, I added an MS 
specimen to my collection but I am still looking for an EDS for my die stage collection. 
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Next month, in Newsletter #20, I will be showing photos and information on the 1837 
GR-19 die marriage. I mentioned that last month but somehow I had overlooked 1837 
GR-18. Again, 1837 GR-19 is the only die marriage that Graham did not have a census 
to show. 


Additional Commentary 


Again, if you have any comments about Reeded Edge Half Dollars that I might include in 
future Reeded Edge Half Newsletters, please email me at bustcoin1@verizon.net or 
send them to: 


Jim Koenings 
P.O. Box 2382 
Riverside, CA 92516 


JRCS 


I strongly recommend that all collectors join JRCS. JRCS publishes it's JR Journal about 
3 times a year. Many interesting articles are published , including new discoveries, 
Census information on Early Silver issues (some gold), mint processes, die stage 
information and more. Membership is just $25 per year. Anyone interested may contact 
W. David Perkins at wdperki@attglobal.net . 


LSCC 


I also strongly recommend that collectors interested in Liberty Seated coins join LSCC. 
LSCC publishes it's Gobrecht Journal 3 times a year by Bill Bugert. They also have their 
E-Gobrecht Monthly Newsletter that is published by Paul Kluth. Membership is just $25 
per year. Anyone interested may contact Jeff Ball at jeffballphoto@gmail.com . 


